Document D

Dora Oliphant Coe's September 5, 1911 Los Angeles Times editorial. (The Times was
an outspoken conservative paper in the early 20th century.) Notice the arguments
against enfranchisement, especially the typical remark about "enslavement." Here
Coe is summarizing the arguments of a prominent anti-suffragist:

“One of the strangest things," AMrs.
Variel stotes, “about the present cam-
paign 18 the assumption on the part
of the suffragists that they have a
monopoly on thinking. They admit
that the majorlty of the women are
not asking for the ballot, but they
say It is because: the women haven't
given the matter due thought. That
any one could honestly differ with
them they doubt, but that only proves
the narrowness of thelr own views.
The women who have stopped to think
seriously on the question are all
agreed that their work can be done
better without political afMliations
than with them. My father says the
women's clubs of San Francisco have
been & power for clvice purity, but
thelr strenzth hos lain in the fact that
they are not in politics.

“There i3 np door closed against
women today except the door of the
polls She 15 free to enter all the arts
and professlons or not to enter, just
as she may please, but when the polls
are open to her, she has no cholee
but to enter, If she possessea even the
trace of & civie eonsclence. Women
are free today. Enslavement would
come with the franchise.”




